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May 5th
 & 6th     Launch
May 16th             CPR and Defibrillator

                  Training
May 19th         Coast Guard Inspection

May 20th 
Blessing of the Fleet

May 25th --27th   
GLSBC POKER RUN
June 15th--17th   Blue Gavel Rendezvous 
                           @ GLSBC

June 22nd-24th
MacRay Harbor     
July 20th-22nd     Holiday Harbor  

                   Rendezvous

July 28th             Family Day
August 17th-19th   LeAmington 
                     Rendezvous
August 25th
Steak Cookout
September 22nd     Southside Party  
October 6th & 7th   Haul out
December 8th           Annual Meeting

           COMMENTS FROM THE COMMODORE
By: John Armatis

   Launch Day is right around the corner and Mother Nature has yet to cooperate. However all of us still need to make sure our uprights are repaired and painted before launch on May 5th & 6th.

  Rich & Stephanie Fater along with their crew put on a top notch Easter Egg Hunt for our younger generation. 50 little ones collected several colorful eggs and had their pictures taken with the Easter Bunny. After, all were feed a scrumptious meal. 

  Cherie and I represented GLSBC by attending a hair cutting charity event at the new Sunseekers club house. SSBC Commodore Scotty Dunsmore raised $1800 plus for Children with Hair Loss. We also attended Wyandotte Yacht Clubs Ball honoring their first female Commodore Donna Wyatt & Gentleman P/C Jerry. We will attend Seaway Boat Club ball on April 27th honoring George Sabo & Lady Toni. After that is on to OUR LAUNCH DAY! SEE YA SOON!!
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Entertainment News
Entertainment

Rich & Stephanie Fater

Ph # 734-284-9665, rfater@ sbcglobal.net

Hello, It’s almost that time. What better way of entertaining yourself, than getting your boat ready for launch day. You won’t need me to help you out with that. That is unless I can prey to the weather gods to give us some sunshine.

  I would like to give a huge thank you to everyone at the Easter event. We had over 50 kids who made it to the club to enjoy an event put on just for them. The Sun was shining brightly for us that day. The participation and donations to make our day was tremendous. I appreciated the early Calls and E-Mails offering anything that needed to be taken care of. This event for the kids cost the club less than $50. 
Although I had to work, the nice comments from so many people in getting the day put together is what makes you feel good about taking on the role of entertainment chairman. It is events like this, with the members gladly offering to spread around the cost and work to make this go on is what puts our club above the rest.

      Again Thank You for your help with this function.

My next task is to feed everyone during launch weekend. People will be back to bringing there own lunches, as in years past if they are forced to eat my cooking. I will need some ladies to help me get through this one. Anyone who can help will be appreciated. I will get a sign-up sheet down to the club or as usual call or E-Mail if you can donate some time. It is nice to know what to expect in advance. I will try to make our weekend go as smooth as possible. Nobody should be expected to do it all.

   Just a tidbit of info for those who don’t know, our launch weekend of launching over 80 vessels is a record that most clubs believe to be, not true. There has been individuals invited to come down and see for there own eyes that we do indeed put them all in over the weekend. Other clubs average about 25 boats a weekend. That is just another part of what makes our club stand above the rest. We usually get it done in 1 day with good weather. It does take us both days to groom the grounds and put things away, paint, weld, electricity, pipes, you name it. It is all done by the skills and effort of our members. No matter how you look at it, all the members of G.L.S.B.C. are a cut above the rest.
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To ALL Active Members

In order to keep our club beautiful & vibrant, active members are expected to volunteer to work at the club during both launch & haul out weekends.  Members have all year to maintain their vessels, however these two weekends which are May 5th &6th and October 6th & 7th, should be designated only to the beautification of our club.  Please check the assignment list located on the shower house for your work assignment.
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Coast Guard Inspection

The Coast Guard will be inspecting our vessels on May 19th between 10am and 1 pm.  The sign up sheet will be located in the clubhouse.  Please prepare your vessel for inspection.
DOCKS       [image: image5.wmf]
LAUNCH IS GETTING CLOSER AND SPRING SEEMS TO BE FAR FAR AWAY.  HOPEFULLY, MOTHER NATURE WILL START BEING MORE COOPERATIVE SO THAT WE CAN GET THE BOATS READY FOR THE BIG SPLASH. 

ON APRIL 10TH I SENT OUT LETTERS TO EVERYONE THAT NEEDED TO REPLACE OR REPAIR ANY UPRIGHTS OR DECK BOARDS.  IF YOU RECEIVED A LETTER PLEASE MAKE SURE TO HAVE ALL REPAIRS COMPLETED BEFORE LAUNCH DAY.   THERE IS PAINT AND CANS READY FOR USE IN THE PAINT LOCKER, BUT YOU WILL NEED TO SUPPLY YOUR OWN BRUSHES AND ROLLERS.

UPRIGHTS ARE BY THE GARAGE.   I KNOW THAT THE WEATHER HAS PUT EVERYONE BEHIND IN GETTING READY FOR LAUNCH WEEKEND BUT YOU MUST FIND THE TIME TO GET DOCKS AS WELL AS YOUR BOATS DONE.  MAYBE YOU COULD OFFER AN HOUR OR SO TO YOUR NEGHIBOR IF HE NEEDS DOCK WORK DONE. 

THERE WILL BE A NEW MEMBER MEETING IN THE CLUBHOUSE ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 23RD AT 6PM.  THIS MEETING IS FOR ALL NEW MEMBERS ACTIVE AND ASSOCIATE FOR THE YEARS OF 2005, 2006 AND 2007 AND FOR ANY MEMBERS THAT HAVE NOT ATTENDED ONE YET.  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN ON ATTENDING.  ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY.

SOME OF THE DOCK RULES HAVE BEEN REVISED AND SOME ADDED.  I HAVE INCLUDED A COPY HERE FOR YOUR REVIEW.

THANK YOU,

 MARY
GREAT LAKES STEEL BOAT CLUB

DOCK RULES

MOVEMENT OF BOATS

1. NO BOATS ARE TO BE OPERATED AT A  SPEED IN EXCESS OF FIVE (5) MILES PER HOUR IN THE CANAL

2. ALL BOATS SHALL BE OPERATED IN A SAFE, RESPONSIBLE MANNER WITH A MINIMUM DISTURBANCE TO OTHER BOATS.

3. ALL BOATS SHALL SOUND A LONG BLAST ON HORN WHEN EXITING THE MARINA.

AUTOMOBILES

1. SPEED LIMIT IN MARINA IS TEN (10) MILES PER HOUR.

2. AUTOMOBILES SHALL BE PARKED ONLY IN DESIGNATED AREAS.

3. GOLF CARTS ARE TO BE PARKED AND DRIVEN IN AUTOMOBILE DESIGNATED AREAS ONLY.

GAS DOCKS

1. SMOKING OR OPEN FLAMES ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THIS AREA.

2. THE POSTED FUELING INSTRUCTIONS MUST BE FOLLOWED EXACTLY.

3.    BOATS SHALL NOT BE MOORED AT THIS DOCK, EXCEPT FOR THE FUELING AND SERVICING.

DOCKS

1. IT IS MANDATORY THAT WELL HOLDERS PROVIDE FOR MINOR REPAIRS AND    PAINTING OF THEIR FINGER DOCKS AND FOR REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION OF NEW SPRING BOARDS (UPRIGHTS) (AS DESIGNATED BY THE DOCK COMMITTEE).  FAILURE TO COMPLY WILL RESULT IN BILLING OF THE WELL HOLDER OF $50 PER UPRIGHT AND OR EXPULSION FROM THE BOAT CLUB.  ALL REPAIRS OF FINGER DOCKS MUST BE COMPLETED AND PAINTED WITHIN 24 HOURS PRIOR TO LAUNCH.  

2. ALL REFUSE MUST BE PLACED IN PROPER RECEPTACLES.  NO REFUSE SHALL BE DISCARDED IN THE CANAL.

3. EACH WELL HOLDER SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING A NEAT AND     ORDERLY WELL AND DOCK AREA.

4. NONSWIMMERS AND ALL CHILDREN ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR LIFE JACKETS WHEN ON THE DOCKS.

5. CLUB RESTROOMS SHOULD BE UTILIZED.

6. WATER HOSES AND LINES SHALL  BE PLACED IN A SAFE POSITION TO AOID ACCIDENTS

7. FIBERGLASS DOCK BOXES ARE THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE TYPE ON BOTH THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE OF THE MARINA

8. THERE SHALL BE NO OPEN FIRES OR BARBEQUE COOKING ON THE FINGER PIERS.

9. THERE SHALL BE NO PERMANENTADDITIONS, FIXTURES, APPLIANCES OR STRUCTURES INSTALLED ON THE FINGER DOCKS OTHER THAN APPROVED BOARDING STEPS OR PLATFORMS.

10. THERE WILL BE NO STORAGE OF RAFTS OR DINGHY’S ON THE BOARDWALK.

11. ALL WELL HOLDERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING THEIR PARKING AREAS AND FLOWER BOXES FREE OF WEEDS AND DEBRIS.    

SWIMMING

1. SWIMMING IS PROHIBITED ON CLUB PREMISES.

PETS

1. ALL PETS MUST BE ON A LEASH WHILE ON THE CLUB PREMISES.   THERE IS A DOG RUN FOR THEIR USE AND MUST BE CLEANED UP IMMEDIATELY AFTER.

GENERAL

1. WELL ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE DECIDED BY THE DOCK COMMITTEE AND DECISIONS WILL BE BASED ON THE SIZE OF THE BOAT.  WELL ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

2. WELL ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE GRANTED TO THE OWNER/OPERATOR ONLY.  IF A BOAT IS OWNED BY PARTNERSHIP.  EACH PARTNER MUST BE A MEMBER OF THE GREAT LAKES STEEL BOAT CLUB.

3. ALL WELL ASSIGNMENTS ARE FOR ONE YEAR ONLY AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WHEN NECESSARY.

4. IF A MEMBER SELLS A BOAT.  THE MEMBER MUST NOTIFY THE DOCK COMMITTEE IMMEDIATELY.  THE NEW OWNER MUST REMOVE THE BOAT FROM THE WELL WITHIN SEVEN (7) DAYS OR A FEE WILL BE CHARGED TO THE NEW OWNER AT A RATE TO BE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

5. BOAT OWNERS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONDUCT OF THEIR FAMILIES AND THEIR GUESTS AND FOR ANY INDEBTEDNESS OR LIABILITY INCURRED BY THEM.  BOAT OWNERS SHALL INFORM GUESTS OF DOCK RULES.

6. ALL BOATS MUST COMPLY WITH U.S. COAST GUARD SAFETY REGULATIONS.  BOAT S MUST BE COVERED BY PUBLIC LIABILITY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE.

7. NO ASSOCIATE MEMBER OR GUEST MAY BOARD A BOAT UNLESS THE WELL HOLDER IS PRESENT.

8. NO ASSOCIATE MEMBER OR GUEST MAY OPERATE A WELL HOLDERS BOAT ON CLUB PREMISES.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY AND ALL DOCK RULES COULD RESULT IN EXPULSION FROM THE BOAT CLUB

NOTE:  THE ABOVE RULES SHALL BE ENFORCED BY THE FLAG OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND CARETAKER OF THE CLUB.  ALL VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE REPORTED TO THE BOARD.  THER BOARD RESERVES THE RIGHT TO TAKE NECESSARY ACTION.  THESE DOCK RULES WILL BE ENFORCED   

REVISED APRIL 2007

GREAT LAKES STEEL BOAT CLUB

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Fleet Captain Report 

Hello Everyone!!! It’s time to get those boats ready! Finally! Seems like it’s been a heck of a long winter.
 
On Sunday, May 20, the Blessing of the Fleet will start at 2:00pm. There is a sign up sheet for this in the clubhouse. If you want your boat blessed, please make a point of signing the sheet with your boat name and well #.  Also if you plan on attending there is room on the sheet to let us know if you can bring an Hors d oeuvre or dessert. We are planning on a light luncheon right after the ceremony. 
 
It’s also time to start making plans for our Annual Poker Run on Memorial Weekend. There is a sign up sheet for this in the clubhouse also. Deadline for sign up is May 20th. The run begins at 5:00pm on Friday, May 25th at the clubhouse where you will pick up your destination list.  Dinner and opening of the cards will take place on Sunday, May 27, at 5:00pm sharp. Again, any munchies or dessert donations for this day will be greatly appreciated.
 
Again, I’ll recap our rendezvous trips, with some details. I also have sign up sheets in the clubhouse for each of these:   
 
June 22 and 23 we are heading to Mac Ray Harbor, located 1 mile north of the Clinton River and 3 Miles North of Metro Beach.  Here is a link to check out their website: http://www.macray.com/Macray/harbor/default.asp
 
July 20 and 21 we’ll be heading over to Holiday Harbor which is located across the river in LaSalle, Ont. CA.  This marina is fun because not only is it close, but there is a pool, and spots to have bonfires.  Here is a link to look at: http://www.holidayharbourmarina.com/index.html
 
August 17 and 18 we are planning a fun trip to Leamington Marina for their Tomato Festival Weekend.  
If you like tomatoes this is the weekend to be in Leamington!
http://www.leamington.ca/visitors/marina.asp
 
I’ll be happy to listen to any suggestions or answer any questions so feel free to contact me at 313-670-1582. Here’s to a great season of warm winds and calm seas!
 
F/C Tom Kovach
Bilge blowers

There is or should be, it is required equipment, a placard at your helm reminding the operator of the need to run the bilge blower(s) for four minutes before turning the key.   A frequent issue I find when I perform Marine Surveys is inadequate engine room/gasoline compartment ventilation.  We all know we run the blowers to displace a possibly explosive atmosphere with fresh air brought from outside the vessel.  We switch them on and we have either an indicating light or we can hear the blower motor running for verification.  But what is really happening back there?  Put your hand in front of the blower discharge.  Is the air moving at a good volume?  Blower hoses that are crushed from being stepped on or a hose that has come loose from the blower housing or a hose that has splits in it are preventing the bilge blowers from doing the job they were designed to do.  Look at the duct hoses in your engine room.  Are they in good shape with no crushed areas or splits?  Do the blower hoses extend to the bottom third of the bilge without laying in bilge water? Are there bird nests in either the inlet or outlet cowls?   The air must be free to enter as well as exit the engine room.  ABYC recommends multiple engine boats have a blower for each engine.  If your boat is equipped with two blowers, check them both for proper operation.  Are they both running and discharging at a healthy rate?  There’s a chart for proper rate but if it is not blowing well determine if it is low voltage, blocked lines or just worn out and repair it as needed.   Also don’t neglect to operate your blowers before starting a genset.  It counts as an installed gasoline powered engine and if installed in a separate compartment from the engines then that compartment must also be equipped with a blower.  Many times the generator start controls are at an electrical service panel, far away from the blower controls at the helm.  Add a placard to the genset panel or determine some other way to remind yourself to operate the blower(s) before starting your genset.  

Blowers are there for our safety and we all use them so let’s make sure they’re operating to the best of their ability.  

Boat safely.

Les Salliotte, Accredited Marine Surveyor #576

Downriver Marine Surveyors    
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The Top Easter Egg Hunters

Bradean Hopkins and Kailee Lis found those special Easter eggs this year and was each awarded an extra special basket of Easter Bunny love and fun.  Congratulations to the top two Easter Egg Hunters.
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Our deepest sympathy goes out to John & Shirley Flaggs and their family for the passing of Shirley’s mother Lorine Carr.  Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
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	5
	Laura Spath

	9
	Betty LeMay

	16
	Virginia Exner

	16
	Vinnie Sutherland

	18
	Rick Martin

	22
	Geraldine Gutowski

	22
	Kelly Simerly

	28
	Judy Garf
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	May Birthdays:   [image: image13.wmf]

	4
	Sabrina Ponder

	5
	Ralph Pennybacker

	7
	Gary Oswalt

	9
	Scott Kissel

	14
	Randy Currens

	16
	Bob Webb

	17
	Jack Spanitz

	18
	Jimmy Hawk

	18
	Greg Tackett

	26
	Geraldine Philip

	27
	Billy Ponder

	28
	George Meyers

	31
	Rose Marie Michel
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	April Anniversaries:
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	2
	Ken & Kelly Simerly

	8
	Lorin & Pat Fisher

	19
	Dave & Prapti McTaggart

	20
	Greg & Maria Kowalski

	24
	Bernard & Loretta Owens
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	May Anniversaries:  [image: image17.wmf]

	1
	Larry & Kathy Suban

	4
	Gary & Vicki Oswalt

	18
	Rick & Michelle Kasza

	28
	Larry & Bernadette Miller

	29
	Charlie & Mary Lou Labadie
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    HAPPY LAUNCH DAY!

Rob Ponder

[image: image19.jpg]















2007 Board of Directors & Flag Officers


COMMODORE	John Armatis
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VICE COMMODORE   Mary Alderman


H # 734-283-0661   W # 313-749-2453	


REAR COMMODORE   Rick Kasza


H # 734-676-2492    W # 734-466-1572


TREASURER  Dave Gutowski P/C


H # 734-281-3153 


SECRETARY  Ray Stewart


H # 734-282-2199   


DIRECTOR  Mike Garf


H # 734-671-0367   W # 734-558-8674


DIRECTOR  Jack Berry
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H # 313-381-0968  W#1313.749-2718


DIRECTOR  Rich Fater


H # 723-284-9665


FLEET CAPTAIN Tom Kovach


H # 734-284-7471  C # 313-670-1582


EDITOR & PUBLISHER Rob Ponder


H # 313-381-0968  W # 313- 749-2718


E-mail address   � HYPERLINK "onecutponder@comcast.net" ��onecutponder@comcast.net�


G.L.S.B.C. Clubhouse # 313-297-3282
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GLSBC is hosting a Blue Gavel Rendezvous during the weekend of June 15th and our club will be shut down to both incoming and outgoing vessels.  However, if you would like to leave the club for that weekend, Ford Yacht Club, Wyandotte Yacht Club, and Elba-Mar Boat Club will accommodate our well holders for that weekend.  Please contact their club for more information.











2006 GLSBC Committee Chair and Delegates


GROUNDS  Ralph Pennybacker P/C


DOCKS  Mary Alderman


QUARTER MASTER  Richard Kasza


ENTERTAINMENT  Rich Fater


EDUCATION & SAFTEY  Mike Garf


HISTORIAN  Jack Spanitz P/C


ILYA DELEGATE  Dave Gutowski P/C


AYC DELEGATE  Richard Kasza

















After removing shrink wrap from your boat, please roll it up tight and tie it.  Place it near the front gate.
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