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UPCOMING EVENTS

August 19th – Steak Cookout

September 8th, 9th & 10th – Toledo Beach Rendezvous 

September 23rd – South-Side Party

October 7th & 8th – Haul Out

October 21st – Silent Auction

December 9th – Annual Meeting

BERRY BEARY GOOD

Jack Berry

It’s kicks and trips in 2006
The height of the boating season is here, but with the price of fuel so high boaters can’t afford to just go.  A trip in the boat is now considered a financial investment.  The investment yields only a memory when all is said, but memories are forever.  Try to recall some of you past adventures on your boats and maybe share the thoughts with others.

Another bit of history.  Lake St. Claire got her name from Father Hennepin, chaplain on LaSalle’s first voyage on the Detroit River.  The ship called the Griffon was built in Niagara Falls, New York, to travel to the wilderness of Canada for furs.  The ship finally maneuvered up the Detroit River from the mouth, north end of Grosse Ile named Hennepin Point, to the north end, which took two days.  Since it was the festival time of St. Claire, Father Hennepin named the lake St. Claire to honor the saint.

Once again the weather cooperated for our Family Day.  Ralph and his crews had the club impeccable.  The kids all seemed to be smiling and enjoying themselves during the entire day.  The adults seemed to enjoy the evening and the band.  It turns out to be a wind down time.  Once again this year I took care of the balloon toss.  The balloons I purchased this year seemed to be able to take quite an abuse.  Congratulations to the winners.  Thanks to our entertainment chairmen, Mike and Judy Garf, and all their co-chairmen.  Many of the helpers and leaders this year were new members, which is very good to see.

Our hats off to our fleet captains, Rob and Sabrina, for finding a place like Mac & Ray Marina for a rendezvous.  It is unfortunate that Rob could not enjoy the festivities due to that situation called work.   It is a great place with all the amenities and a great deal to look at in the way of boats, grounds, and the view of Anchor Bay.  They even had it on the weekend of the Parade of Lights on the Clinton River, which was beautiful.

This was a very sad month at our club.  The Lord took long time associate member Ron Schwab and new active member Kevin stone lost his wife Tammy.  Tami and I extend our deepest sympathy to both families.

If you hear of an illness, concern or loss of a member or someone in a member’s family, please call and let me know.  If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 734-675-4261 or 734-231-9032.

From the dinghy of the Commodore
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ENTERTAINMENT NEWS

FAMILY DAY – Well, again we had another day of fantastic weather and fun at the GLSBC.  The day started off slow with lower than typical attendance. A total of 14 children competed in the Fishing contest where close to 40 was present last year.  As the day went on, attendance increased significantly.  This was obvious when the cakewalk line started.  It was the longest I have ever seen.  In total, over 250 adults attended with their families and friends.  

I cannot even begin to say how pleased Judy and I were to have all the support in the preparation and physical work put into making Family Day special for everyone.  I am not even going to begin to name people who contributed, as I am sure to leave someone out.  You all know who you are and I say thank you.  We had many people who have participated in the past and many who are new to the club.  

And yes, there were bikes:

And there were bikers (well, almost bikers):

My hat is off to Julie the Raffle Queen.  All raffles were very profitable as a result of all the hard work.  I guess we should say thanks also to all whom donated their money, I being one of them.  Thanks to all who contributed to the Cooler of Cheer.  This brought in more than any other raffle that day.  The cooler was won and is being enjoyed by Mike Donahue.   

Steak Cookout – August 19th is coming up fast and the steaks are being ordered as I write this.  At this time we have approximately 100 people who have placed orders for this event.  Sign up sheets are in the clubhouse and we need to know your choice of dinner (Cook your own Chicken Breasts or New York Strip).  Please see the included flyer for more details.  The event starts at 5:00pm and will last until 11:00pm.  Entertainment by the Vocal Point Band starts at 7:00pm.  All tickets will be sold at the door but please place an order so that we can serve everyone who wants to attend.     

Mike and Judy Garf 

DOCKS

Opening of the Island:

Jet express tickets for Sept. 30th are going fast, so if you are planning to go call me at 734-285-2238 so I can reserve you a spot. Any unsold tickets will be turned in to the Committee after August 20th. 

The theme is Half Way to St. Paddy's Day and there are two jets leaving Ford Yacht Club; One departing at 9:30am and returning at 5:30pm and a 12:30pm departure and returning at 8:30pm. Ticket price is $55 per person and there will be complimentary pizza upon your return to Ford Yacht Club. 

Thank You, 

John Armatis

DOCKSIDE NEWS

By Rick & Michelle Kasza

There was a digital camera left in the clubhouse most likely on the day of the Commodores Reception, if you can identify it, its yours.. You can see one of the Board Members, Committee Chair’s or a past Commodore to claim it.

In his column this month, our Commodore is correct in that the price of gas is high, although it is not much higher then last year if I remember correctly and certainly not high enough to stop some boaters from venturing out. Maybe it’s time to get together with a fellow boater and make some plans by rotating the use of each others boat for a day trip. How about splitting the price of gas for a trip? There’s an idea; it will cost you half of the price in gas for a trip, how many years ago was gas in the $1.70 per gallon range? Come on, be positive, make some new memories and if you come up with a good (legal) idea, share it with me for a future publication. It’s time to get creative in order to use the one thing that we all have in common, BOATING!

Congratulations to one of our new members, Perry Mahaney and his wife Kathy who won the navigation challenge with their dingy during the ILYA Power Boat Regatta held in Put In Bay during the last week of July.

Speaking of Put In Bay, Michelle and myself had the pleasure of cruising down there to accompany John and Cherie Armatis for a long weekend and attend a party for their Daughter and future Son-in-law. Also in attendance were Greg and Julie Tackett in addition to Kevin McNiven and Britney Millen. The place was packed, maybe other boaters are already doubling-up. Although we had passed is many times, we had never stopped at Pelee Island before, Michelle and myself extended our trip and stayed there one night. That is about all we could stand and I can now report that all rumors are true “There aint much happening on Peele Island”. Although the winery was very impressive with beautiful grounds and buildings, one night was more than enough.

An item that I neglected to include in last months Channel Marker was that the Mariners Boat Club has invited all GLSBC members to come on up to the Clinton River and stay a complimentary night at their facility. Larry and Nancy Peters accompanied by John and Cherie Armatis recently took them up on the offer and reported a wonderful time.

CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO THE 

                   FOLLOWING:

September Birthdays:


3
Linda Armatis

8
Renee Pitman

11
Tom Kovach

12
Charles Green

13
Jack Berry

13
Brian Bonner

17
Elebert Gleeton

17
Rick Kasza

18
Paul Michel

20
Mary Lou Labadie

22
Tony Laginess

22
Leila Berry

26
Cherie Armatis

30
Dave Schafran




September Anniversaries:


4
Jack & Tami Berry

15
Dave & Sue Schafran

18
Jack & Maggie Spanitz

18
Bob & Cecilia Webb

27
Rich & Stephanie Fater

29
Gary & Phyllis Powell

FLEET CAPTAIN NEWS

[image: image10.wmf]                

Belle River is always a rendezvous favorite for members of our club.  Nine boats including twenty-four people attended this trip.  Sabrina and I were not able to attend because our daughter was in the hospital, but we heard that everyone enjoyed the steak and chicken feast and the weather was scorching hot!  I hope all of you stayed cool and had a pleasant trip.  We missed all of you!  I would like to thank everyone who helped and brought food to pass especially Mary for picking up the steaks and Vicki for hosting and taking care of everything else.  THANK YOU

   [image: image2]               
MACRAY HARBOR is truly a beautiful marina!  Eight boats, seventeen adults and three children attended this trip and the weather was beautiful the whole weekend! We had a tasteful breakfast and late lunch with lots of homemade favorites.  The pool was spectacular as was the marina staff, facilities, and the view.  I urge anyone who has not been to MACRAY to check out this extraordinary beautiful marina.  You can swim, eat, lay by the pool or just sit and watch all of the dressed up people who are attending weddings and other events at the banquet center.  If you would like to visit the marina on your own, call Carrie @ 586 463 9660, tell her you’re from GLSBC and she will give you the rate of $1.00 per foot per night.  It is worth every penny!  

Look for our Commodore and first lady to be driving around with style and class on their new electric car that they purchased from a boater at the marina. It is unique and looks like something from the future.  HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES were celebrated by both John and Cherie Armatis and Larry and Nancy Peter!  We wish you many more happy years together.  Also, I hope to see my DAD up and running again soon, he had some engine trouble and it took him FOUR hours to reach the club.  Thank you to Vince for following along and making sure they got back to the marina safe and sound, its people like Vince that represents the camaraderie of our wonderful boat club!        

September 8th, 9th & 10th – [image: image3]
Toledo Beach Marina is located in LaSalle, Michigan, checkout their web site at www.toledobeachmarina.com.   The cost for dockage will be .50 cents per foot, per night.  The marina has a heated pool, cocktail lounge, and a small store.  Sign-up sheets will be located in the clubhouse.  Bring your bikes because we will not all be docked together and the marina is quite large.  A small fee for food and beverage will also be collected from each person prior to attending the rendezvous.  More specific information will be forthcoming but plan on bringing your best side dish, hour d oeuvre or sweets to pass.

Fleet Captain

Rob Ponder
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SAFETY AND EDUCATION

     Hello, I would like to start my article by passing on my heartfelt sympathy to a newer member of the club Kevin Stone.

This month I finally got to use my new boat a little bit. I have to tell the story of my first trip to Dunbars and the fine job of keeping the piece by the Wayne County Sheriff. While anchored a few hundred feet from a line of other boats a group of young men started launching water balloons with a 3-man sling. The 1st balloon aimed at our boats hit the boat tied up with me and a stern warning was issued not to shoot any more our way. Well the next shot hit my wife Stephanie in the head. After a lot of bad language and threats I hailed the Sheriffs boat to avoid a fight. They replied over the radio and were there in 2 minutes. They took the 3 young men aboard their vessel and ran checks on them, fingerprinted them in front of the whole Bay, then returned them to their boat and confiscated the launcher. Then they took a statement from us.  Well we returned the next day after it happened and the young were there and came to my boat to apologize to Steph. A good thing considering if we would have pressed charges they would have a felony on their record. 2 days later a detective called informing us that they wanted to prosecute the men with a felony because more than 1 balloon was launched our way and that they consider anything used to assault someone a weapon, no different than a gun or knife therefore making it a felony.  No we did not press charges. But I'll bet they don’t shoot things at people anymore. I have to say though that they were a very good shot to be able to hit so precisely from so far. Stephanie won’t like that comment when she reads this. 

     There are several good articles in the July section of the A.Y.C. Book being updated and kept by Rick Kasza. The declining water levels of the Great Lakes, 70 Tons of boat shrink wrap that was recycled to make highway guardrail components in Ohio, Kite tubes that are a lot like parasailing that are being banned from state parks in Ohio. While at the club take some time to look at these articles and the sign-up sheets that are on the counter. There is always some good info to be shared. 

     Summer is winding down so take advantage of the water and try to be safe. Channel 16 if you need the Sheriff, they can be very helpful in a bad situation.

Rich Fater 313 930 - 1908

Rfater@sbcglobal.net

“THE 2006 SILENT AUCTION”

The time is getting closer to our Auction Date.  You still can donate items.  This is a fundraiser for next year’s Commodore’s Ball.  We have received some super items – from gift baskets to jewelry, luggage, clocks, a hand made afghan –just to name a few.

Thanks so much. Tami Berry

734-675-4261 if you have questions or
email = tamiberry@hotmail.com
Save the date – October 21, 2006.
STEAK COOKOUT

AUGUST 19th
DINNER 5:00 to 7:00pm

Cook your own Steak or Chicken Breast

Salad / Corn on the Cob / Rolls / Baked Potato / Salad / Desert / Beer / Wine / Soft Drinks

Adult Dinner’s – Strip Steak or two Chicken Breast  $12.50

Kids Meal – Under 12 Years – One Chicken breast  $5.00

Dancing to Focal Point Band

7:00 - 11:00pm

e-mail mgarf@uss.com for changes in your reservations













2006 Board of Directors & Flag Officers


COMMODORE	 Jack Berry


H # 734-675-4261    W # 734-231-9032


VICE COMMODORE  John Armatis


H # 734-285-2238    W # 734-284-6700		


REAR COMMODORE	Mary Alderman


H # 734-283-0661   W # 313-749-2453


TREASURER  Dave Gutowski P/C


H # 734-281-3153 


SECRETARY  Ray Stewart


H # 734-282-2199   


DIRECTOR  Mike Garf


H # 734-671-0367   W # 734-558-8674


DIRECTOR  Rick Kasza


H # 734-676-2492    W # 734-466-1572


DIRECTOR  Rob Ponder


H # 313-381-0968


DIRECTOR Rich Fater


H # 723-284-9665


FLEET CAPTAIN  Rob Ponder


H # 313-381-0968


EDITOR & PUBLISHER Rick Kasza


H # 734-676-2492    W # 734-466-1572     


E-mail address   � HYPERLINK mailto:rkasza@ameritech.net ��rkasza@ameritech.net�





G.L.S.B.C. Clubhouse # 313-297-3282


Deadline for articles is the 2nd Saturday of the month.


Web Site  �HYPERLINK "http://groups.msn.com/glsbc/homepage"��http://groups.msn.com/glsbc/homepage� 


Mailing Address: P.O. Box 29073, Ecorse, MI   48229





August,  2006
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2006 GLSBC Committee Chair and Delegates


GROUNDS  Ralph Pennybacker P/C


DOCKS  John Armatis


QUARTER MASTER  Mary Alderman


ENTERTAINMENT  Mike Garf


EDUCATION & SAFTEY  Rich Fater


HISTORIAN  Jack Spanitz P/C


ILYA DELEGATE  Dave Gutowski P/C


AYC DELEGATE  Leonard Smolen P/C
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